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CRIME Library Singapore has found an
important partner in its work of helping to
find missing persons. 

Transport operator SMRT has agreed
to allow the local volunteer group to display
missing persons’ posters at all its 51 MRT
stations and six bus interchanges — at Bukit
Batok, Choa Chu Kang, Bukit Panjang,
Yishun, Sembawang and Woodlands — for
free.

SMRT normally charges between $100
and $500 per week to advertise at an MRT
station.

Said SMRT’s director of station oper-
ations Kang Huey Ling: “We believe in mak-
ing a positive contribution to the commu-
nities we serve. With a two-million ridership
across our network daily, we are well po-
sitioned to generate awareness of social
causes such as those championed by the
Crime Library.”

Volunteers will visit all the stations and
bus interchanges today to put up A3-sized
posters with pictures of six of the more
than 30 missing persons Crime Library has
on its files. Posters of others will be put up
later.

Said Crime Library founder and for-
mer policeman Joseph Tan: “We will make
full use of SMRT’s generous gesture to
help families in distress. There are so many
commuters taking public transport every-
day, so this will definitely increase our
chances of reuniting missing persons with
their families.”

Mr Tan Tong Meng’s father is one of the
six pictured in the posters. The 66-year-old
left home in June last year and has not re-
turned.

“I’ve tried placing notices in newspa-
pers, but they are costly. I’m sure there’s
a better chance of finding my father now,”
said manager Mr Tan, 42.

The group, set up in 2002, had previ-
ously put up thousands of such posters at
bus stops islandwide. But in April, the Land
Transport Authority ordered the posters re-
moved, saying they marred the streetscape,
were a distraction and caused damage to the
facilities.

Mr Tan said the removal of the posters,
which had been “highly effective”, had af-
fected Crime Library’s operations over the
past few months.

He added that talks are in progress with
SBS Transit and JC Decaux for these posters
to be put up at bus stops and interchanges
again. There are also plans to broadcast fu-
ture alerts on digital panels and television
sets at shopping malls and public places.
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Day surgery? Go west
New centre will serve Jurong
community’s medical needs
CCHHOOWW  PPEENNNN  NNEEEE
pennnee@mediacorp.com.sg

WHERE it would have previously taken
Madam Yeo Sar Moey one-and-a-half hours
to get to Alexandra Hospital by bus, she is
now a mere 15-minute ride away from the
new Jurong Medical Centre (JMC).

The 60-year-old retiree, who lives in
Jurong West, is due to have cataract surgery
on her right eye on Wednesday.

“I was told of this place by the staff at
Alexandra Hospital. I like it — it is new, big
and facilities are good,” she said in Mandarin.

Boasting modern and advanced day sur-
gery equipment, endoscopy services, a chron-
ic disease management centre, x-ray facili-
ties, dental care and eye care services, the
Jurong Medical Centre at Jurong West Cen-
tral 3 was officially opened yesterday. 

Built at a cost of $22 million, the first-
of-its-kind centre in Singapore aims to bring
specialist care to the Jurong area community. 

“JMC will save patients’ travelling time
and cut down on waiting time for common
surgeries,” said Dr Tan Cheng Bock, JMC
advisory committee chairman and a general
practitioner (GP) himself.

He explained that patients need 
not go to hospitals for day surgery or minor

operations which can be performed at JMC.
“Day surgery performed at the centre

will take the load off hospitals,” he added.
The centre’s management said it hopes

to offer patients value for money, with pro-
cedural and day surgery fees benchmarked
to those of Alexandra Hospital, which man-
ages the JMC.

Some 22 per cent of Alexandra Hos-
pital’s patients reside in the Jurong West
and Jurong East areas, said the hospital’s
chief executive officer, Mr Liak Teng Lit. 

It is estimated that last year, more than
10,000 of the areas’ residents travelled to
the Singapore General Hospital, Alexandra
Hospital and National University Hospital
(NUH) for day surgery services.

JMC will also provide supplementary
diagnostics and specialist services to some
70 GPs within a 5km radius. GPs can now
utilise its x-ray services, pharmacy, rehabil-
itation facilities, geriatric medicine and women
and children services, said Mr Liak.

The three-storey centre started taking
appointments two weeks ago, and can treat
about 350 to 400 patients daily. Manned pri-
marily by Alexandra Hospital’s staff, JMC
has about 50 specialists and nurses. 

The centre is also working in partner-
ship with the NUH for its Women and Chil-
dren Clinic. 

It is in talks with Tan Tock Seng Hos-
pital to provide further services.

Commuters can 
now help in search
for missing persons
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